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Proclamation 8182—National 
Disability Employment Awareness 
Month, 2007 
September 28, 2007 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
National Disability Employment Aware-

ness Month is an opportunity to recognize 
the contributions and accomplishments of 
Americans with disabilities and to underscore 
our Nation’s commitment to advancing em-
ployment opportunities for all our citizens. 

Americans with disabilities strengthen our 
country’s workforce, and their achievements 
help keep our Nation the world’s economic 
leader. Landmark reforms such as the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act of 1990 have 
helped to ensure that individuals with disabil-
ities are better able to engage in productive 
work and participate fully in the life of our 
Nation. It is important that we continue to 
expand on these opportunities for Americans 
with disabilities by eliminating the barriers 
and false perceptions that hinder them from 
joining the workforce. By enhancing the 
workplace environment for people with dis-
abilities, employers can help provide access 
to jobs that allow these individuals to dem-
onstrate their potential and realize their 
dreams. 

Since 2001, my New Freedom Initiative 
has helped promote the full participation of 
people with disabilities in all areas of society, 
including education, training, and employ-
ment. Programs such as ‘‘Ticket to Work’’ 
and services at One-Stop Career Centers 
have helped improve access to employment 
training and placement services for individ-
uals who want to work. Throughout the Fed-
eral Government, we have worked to im-
prove access to jobs for individuals with dis-
abilities and to promote greater inclusiveness 
in the workforce. Individuals and employers 
can learn more about the Federal Govern-
ment’s disability-related programs by visiting 
DisabilityInfo.gov. We will continue to build 
on the progress that has been made for indi-
viduals with disabilities and will work to en-
sure that our Nation remains a place of op-
portunity for all Americans. 

To recognize the contributions of Ameri-
cans with disabilities and to encourage all 
citizens to ensure equal opportunity in the 
workforce, the Congress (36 U.S.C. 121) has 
designated October of each year as ‘‘National 
Disability Employment Awareness Month.’’ 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim October 2007 as National 
Disability Employment Awareness Month. I 
call upon Government officials, labor leaders, 
employers, and the people of the United 
States to observe this month with appropriate 
programs, ceremonies, and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-eighth day of Sep-
tember, in the year of our Lord two thousand 
seven, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and thirty-second. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:49 a.m., October 2, 2007] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 29, and 
it was published in the Federal Register on Octo-
ber 3. 

The President’s Radio Address 
September 29, 2007 

Good morning. Today I am signing emer-
gency legislation to fund the Federal Govern-
ment for the next 7 weeks. This legislation 
was necessary because Congress failed in its 
most basic responsibility to pass the spending 
bills that fund the day-to-day operations of 
the Government. There are 12 of these bills 
this year, and Congress did not complete a 
single one of them, so Congress had to send 
me a stopgap measure before the fiscal year 
ends this Sunday at midnight. 

Congress’s failure to pass these 12 spend-
ing bills is disappointing, but I do thank the 
Congress for passing this temporary measure 
and for passing it without any new spending, 
new policies, or new projects. It would have 
been wrong to deny essential Government 
services to the American people while Con-
gress works through its annual spending bills. 
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I also appreciate the way this bill handles 
our disagreements over the State Children’s 
Health Insurance Program. Congressional 
leaders have put forward an irresponsible 
plan that would dramatically expand this pro-
gram beyond its original intent. And they 
know I will veto it. But it is good that they 
kept the program running while they try to 
work out a more responsible approach. 

Congress now has more time to complete 
its work on its annual spending bills. Earlier 
this year, congressional leaders promised to 
show that they could be responsible with the 
people’s money. Unfortunately, they seem to 
have chosen the path of higher spending. 
They have proposed spending increases that 
would add an extra $205 billion on top of 
my administration’s budget request over the 
next 5 years. There’s only one way to pay 
for such a large spending increase, and that 
is to raise taxes on the American people. So 
it is no surprise that the same Members of 
Congress who are planning this big increase 
in Federal spending are also planning the 
biggest tax increase in American history. 

If these Members get their way, the tax 
relief my administration delivered could be 
taken away from you. Let me explain what 
this would mean for an average taxpayer. If 
you have children, your taxes would rise by 
$500 for each child. If you’re a family of four 
making $60,000 a year, your taxes would be 
more than $1,800 higher. If you’re a single 
mother with two children working to make 
ends meet, your taxes would go up by more 
than $1,000. If you’re a small-business owner 
working to meet a payroll, your taxes would 
increase by almost $4,000. And if Congress 
allows our tax relief to expire, more than 5 
million low-income Americans who currently 
pay no income taxes would once again have 
to pay taxes. 

These are not the only taxes Congress 
wants to raise. They’re proposing higher taxes 
on dividends and capital gains. They’re pro-
posing higher taxes on cigars and cigarettes. 
They’re proposing to raise taxes on domestic 
oil and natural gas production. They’re pro-
posing new taxes on stock and bond trans-
actions. And they refuse to make the Internet 
tax moratorium permanent. If this tax ban 
expires, it would open the doors for State 

and local officials to impose new taxes on 
your access to the Internet. 

At a time when many American families 
are dealing with rising mortgage rates, col-
lege costs, and health care expenses, it is 
wrong to take even more money out of your 
paychecks. Washington’s elected leaders can 
do better. By working together, we can keep 
taxes low, help keep the economy growing, 
balance the Federal budget, and build on our 
record of fiscal discipline and greater eco-
nomic opportunity for all Americans. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9:35 a.m. on 
September 28 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on September 
29. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 28 but 
was embargoed for release until the broadcast. In 
his address, the President referred to Public Law 
110–92, approved September 29. The Office of 
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address. 

Remarks at an Armed Forces 
Farewell Tribute to General Peter 
Pace and an Armed Forces Hail in 
Honor of Admiral Michael G. Mullen 
at Fort Myer, Virginia 
October 1, 2007 

Mr. Vice President, Mrs. Cheney, Sec-
retary Gates, members of the Cabinet, Mem-
bers of Congress, members of the diplomatic 
corps, members of the finest military ever, 
that United States military, Secretary Rums-
feld, General Myers, members of the Pace 
and Mullen family, and distinguished guests: 
Today we pay tribute to an outstanding 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and 
we welcome his distinguished successor. 

Ceremonies like this are a storied military 
tradition. It is a time when families, friends, 
and comrades honor those who have fulfilled 
great duties to their nation. It is a time when 
we show admiration to those who step for-
ward to assume new obligations. It’s a time 
when we make generous use of words like 
‘‘honor’’ and ‘‘character.’’ Sometimes those 
words are used too often. In the case of the 
two men we celebrate today, those words 
cannot be used too much. 
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